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I had many admirers, Hemmingway included



Among the Danish authors with whom Karen 
Blixen felt spiritually connected in her later years 

and wanted to see at Rungstedlund, the poet 
Thorkild Bjørnvig, thirty years her junior, had a 

unique position. 

Their friendship was mutually inspiring but 
also had the potential for conflict - and, finally, 

Bjørnvig broke with her. However, he never 
forgot what she had meant for him and set down 
his recollections of their stormy relationship in 
The Pact, one of the most controversial books in 

the literature around Karen Blixen.



Here, both are seen at the height of their friendship around 1950.
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Karen Blixen loved to play - and especially loved to play a role. In 1954, in honour of 
photographer Rie Nissen, she dressed up in a Pierrot costume from the carnivals of her youth.
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When, in 1954, Ernest Hemingway received the Nobel Prize for Literature, he said that he 
would rather have seen it go to “that beautiful writer Isak Dinesen”. That encouraged Hans 
Bendix to publish this drawing of the world-famous writer in the newspaper Politiken, as he 

politely makes way for Karen Blixen at the entrance of the Swedish Academy: “After you 
Baroness!” The original drawing now belongs to the Karen Blixen Museum, Rungstedlund.
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Albert Schweitzer had a stopover in Copenhagen on his way to Oslo in 1954, where he  
was to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. He was greeted by Karen Blixen at the airport  
– a brief but heartfelt meeting between two people who both knew Africa intimately.
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Karen Blixen by a hawthorn bush in the Deer Park, north of Copenhagen. 
The photographer was her secretary of many years, Clara Selborn.

Chapter 12 / Part 5



Through Heretica – one of the most influential literary periodicals of the post-war period, 
Karen Blixen made many friendships with writers from the younger generation.
She even contributed to the first issue of the periodical, but the shifting lines of 

different editors displeased her after a while, and the good relationship between them 
and their older, often very critical colleagues was sometimes put to a hard test.   
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