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I became a Baroness & a hunter



On 14 January 1914, Karen Blixen arrived at the 
harbour city of Mombasa in British East Africa, 
where Bror Blixen met her. The same day, they 

were married by the governor’s deputy. For 
Karen Blixen, her new status as baroness had an 
almost exaggerated meaning. But it must be seen 
against the background of her desultory youth. 
The title was the fulfilment of a social dream 

and temporarily replaced her ambition to break 
through as an artist.

But when, after a few years, the marriage proved 
to be a mistake, she returned once again to her 

artistic dreams.



This expansive coffee farm, which is familiar from her memoir Out of Africa, was acquired by 
a private company back home in Denmark in 1916. For the next fifteen years, it formed the 

framework around Karen Blixen’s life in Africa. This photograph is from around 1920.

Chapter 5 / Part 1



Karen Blixen in a riding costume with a rose in her hand. At her side is Dusk, the 
first of her Scottish deerhounds. The picture was taken in Africa, 1918.
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In 1915, much against her will, Karen Blixen had to travel home to Denmark to be 
treated for the syphilis with which she had been infected in the first years of her marriage.  

A few months later, she was cured, but she suffered for the rest of her life from the 
aftereffects of medication that was considered a necessary preventive back then.  
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Karen Blixen learned to shoot from her husband, and she quickly became a passionate hunter. These 
two photographs show her with lions killed on safari with her good friend, Baron Eric von Otter.
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Bror Blixen soon became an excellent big game hunter and supported himself for many years - 
after his divorce from Karen Blixen - as a safari leader for well-to-do Europeans and Americans.
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