The Second Floor Exhibition Room

This exhibition rmoom Is arranged around the
Nineteenth Century Hall, and the high and low
ceilings and walls with openings allow visitors
to appreciate the transition between open and
compressed spaces.

Balconies

The two balconies overlooking the Nineteenth
Century Hall allow visitors to appreciate the complex
spatial composition of the building by providing a
view down onto the hall below and inte the exhibition
room behind the opposite balcony.

Mezzanine Floor (Clerestory Gallery As
Lighting Device)

A small corridor-like glass walled gallery allows
natural light from the roof as well as artificial lighting
to filter through into the exhibition room and the
Ninsteenth Century Hall.

{Only artificial lighting is currently In use.)

Mezzanine Floor (Balcony)

There are three separate balcony-like rooms with
narrow staircases made for meetings and for the
display of smaller exhibits. (The mezzanine fioor

spacas are currently not in use.)

Modulor (Exterior)
The concrete mullion-like narow vertical louvers or
slats, which are found for instance outside the windows
of the restaurant and the museum shop, are positioned
according to Modulor measurements. The design of the
forecourt and the exterior wall panels are also allocated
rhythmically based on the Modulor scale.
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T

Modulor (nterior)

le Corbusier designed buildings based on the
propartions of the human body. The columns

are erected at equal intervals of 6§35cm. Most of
the building is constructed based on Modulor
measurements including the height of the low
ceiling in the exhibition room on the second floor
and on the mezzanine floor (226cm) as well as the
height of the balcony handrail wall (113cm).
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of Western Art, Tokyo
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Station, Park Exit
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The National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo

The Nineteenth Century Hall

Le Corbusier himself named this hall located at the center of the building and intended to be the
heart of the mussum. Its open space rising freely up inlo places on the mezzanine and second floor
allows visitors to appreciate the complex spatial composition.

Triangular Skylight

On a clear day, sunlight fills the hall with natural light
from the north-facing triangular window.

Supporting Columns and Beams

Concrete columns and beams are poured in filled
Japanese pine frames so the texture of the wood
grain is beautifully visible.

Ramp

Ramps were often included in Le Corbusier's design.
Visitors leisurely strolling up the ramp, are treated to
slowly changing scenery, and enjoy paintings appearing
and disappearing behind columns, along with the
changing appearance of the triangular ceiling.

Floor Lighting

Floor-mounted lights were installed to light the works
from below. (They are currently not in use.)

Pilotis Panels of Exterior Walls

[using recycled paper]

The National Museum of Western Art which is included in the constituted elements of s
“The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an Outstanding Contribution to the Modern oA
Movement”, was inscribed on the World Heritage Listin 17 July, 2016.
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Culture of Taito City

@ Taito City, Tokyo

This was one of the essential
elements of “the five points for a

new architecture” and the idea of a
*museum of unlimited growth™, which
Le Corbusier proposed.

Unlike in traditional architecture, the exterior walls are
not required to support the weight of a building; each
wall panel is embedded with pebbles and each panel
is mmovable. (Almost all of the panels have been
replaced to date.)

from the NMWA Architecture brochure
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The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier

cRiieseenRnes — an Outstanding Contribution to the Modern Movement

o ;' ‘ = . ~-
rt, Tokyo? )
The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier had been designed and constructed during the early of 1920’s - - >
to the middle of 1960’s. Over a period of half century of his works had proved historical outstanding
contribution of “The Modern Architectural Movement ": which criticized the style of architecture prior
to the 19th Century and attempted to change architecture in accordance with the needs of a new society.
His borderless works and transnational property had given magnificent impact to the architecture in the

20th Century.

[l The Main Building of the NMWA is a symbol of the resumption of diplomatic ties

between Japan and France after World War Il .

[ The Main Building of the NMWA is the only representative example of work in

France (10)I] ‘ o’s Le Corbusier
g g > b bbb East Asia by Le Corbusier and the architectural features of Le Corbusier, such as

X Materialization of Le Corbusier’ s ideas by his Architectural Work

pilotis, ramp, a roof garden, lighting plan with natual light and the “Le Modulor”

The architectural works by Le Corbusier provided outstanding solutions to the challenges
of inventing new architectural techniques to respond to the needs of society.

™ The influence of Le Corbusier’ s architectural work on a worldwide level

The works by Le Corbusier reflect new concepts and principles and had a significant

influence over wide geographical areas.
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Le Corbusier 1887—-1965

Real Name : Charles-Edouard Jeanneret-Gris '
% “Le Corbusier” was his pen name that he used in the Espf/t Nouveau Journa|.

* He was born in La Chaux-de-Fonds in Switzerland.
In order to take over his father’s business as a clock smith, he went to an
art school where he studied sculpture and metal carving. During his study
in the art school, his teacher: Charles L'Eplattenier encouraged him to study
architecture. That was his first step as an architect.

Afterwards, he moved to Paris and succeeded all over the world.

(He later took a French nationality.)

are well represented in this building.

The NMWA Main Building was built on the basis of the Museum of Unlimited

©ONMWA v P men’s ¢
realized in the NMWA Main Building.

Growth prototype and elements of his Museum of the Unlimited Growth were

Establishment of the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo

Kojiro Matsukata who was president of Kawasaki Dockyard Co., Ltd. from 1915 to 1928, acquired a tremendous number of

artworks ranging from painting and sculpture to furniture and tapestries in Europe in the period of 1910’s and 1920’s.

The artworks came to the possession of the French nation after World War Il ; however,

the collection was given back to

the Japan with a request to build a French art museum in Tokyo as an essential condition for the collection's return.

. P . . The Japanese government received the request for a 4
World Heritage Site is a landmark or area which is serial nomination from the French government. . . . It was soon after the war and the Japanese government did not have sufficient budget for building a museum. Eventually,
selected by the Un.ited' Nations Educationa!, Scientific Sep. The Japanese government listed the Main Building of M He is one of the m?ster of modern archltec"cs inthe 20th Centl"“'Y' ) . the sho'rtage was funded by donations frorn Japanese arif and financial world. It is said that 100million yen to have gathered
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as having cultural, 2007 the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo on M He proposed new ideas, such as the “Domino system”,” The Five Points for a New Architecture”, “Modulor” at the time of the money. It shows us how big the expectation of people was.
historical, scientific or other form of significance, and the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative Lists. and “Musée a croissance illimitée (Museum of Unlimited Growth) “.  These ideas have had a major ) . ) . )
. . X K - — - - Y i . . . R The world famous architect Le Corbusier was selected to design the museum. He visited Japan in November, 1955 and
is lega}ly protected b’y international treatles;' The Dec. !Vlaln:w:dlnlf oflthe NI\I/ITW(A |shF:eS;gne;tefJas an e o NG LRI eyl ey et rar— impact on architecture and design since the 20th century. researched the planed construction site in Ueno Park. Based on the drawing plan of Le Corbusier, his project was taken over
Protection of the World’s Cultural and Natural Heritage, ir";]poJ ant cultural property {architec u.re ° dap:n' B There remain about 70 architectural works all over the world. to his three Japanese apprentices: Kunio Maekawa, Junzo Sakakura and Takamasa Yoshizaka, had completed the construction
adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO on e Japanese government nominated the III 5 . - . . . . . . . o of the museum jointly.
November 1972, for international cooperation in the Jan. QM;NA foz A:;/hltzcﬁlrél andLl:lrban works of Le Japan (1 ) Germany (1 ) SWItzerIand (2) + W In addition to the arch.lte‘ctural fleld' he tackled interior de5|g"1 and‘wntmg. This mCI_Uded The museum was established in March 1959 and opened to the public on June 10th,1959.
conservation of world’s cultural and natural heritage orbusiser” to Worrd Heritage List. The National M Mai del I _— works of arts such as paintings, prints and sculptures. He took part in a wide range of creative
AY w . 2 P . . T
) g The French government, representing the & NrleiEl U] aisons de fa US| 2) G ool Immeuble Clarté activities — from small houses to a draft of the United Nations Building.
we are to pass on to the future generations. 2008 |Feb. | states parties, submitted the nomination file for of Western Art, Tokyo Weissenhof-Siedlung du lac Léman (k3)
" | "Architectural and urban works of Le Corbusier” to the g
# World Heritage Categories World Heritage Centre. ;
There are three categories of World Heritage Site. Oct I((;OI:/IOS, an adViSOW I;otody 0‘; th‘t? World Heritage
. entre, carry out on-site evaluation mission as a . . .
- - X X homination process for World Heritage List. The Key words for understanding the Architectural Work of Le Corbusier
Cultural Heritage| | Natural Heritage | | Mixed Heritage : : Koii M k d “the M k Coll . "
Buildings, Terrain Land- Properties shall May | ICOMOS made their recommendation for “Deferral”. Modulor The Five Points ojiro atsukata an the atsukata ollection
ruins,castles, scapes and valu- | | be considered as 2009 | | The 33rd World Heritage Committee in Spain — — . . f N Architect
temples andb . ﬂbLe animal/piant mdlxed cull'g]ural ., " | examined and made “Referral” decision. ONMWA ©FLc Ph.B.Gonzales ©FLC  Ph.Olivier Martin-Gambier ©FLc Ph.Evelyne Perroud Th's IS Fhe archljce(':tural rule to s.e.t the or a New rC I 'eC ure ' ) Kojiro Matsukata who built “the Matsukata Collection” was the third son of Masayoshi
ancient tombs,etc. abitats,etc. and natural heritage The French government, representing the . . . dimension of building by the traditional He advocated the five points to consist of a New Architecture. Matsukata. He became the first president of Kawasaki Dockyard Co., Ltd. and he made
o ] ) states parties, submitted additional information Be|g|um (1 ) I] Argentlna (1 ) = Indla (1 ) golden ratio and various human body 1. Pilotis a great fortune out of his shipping business.
The degsnop of the Worl.d Heritage Com'mlttee Fop, | /The architectural work of Le Corbusier,an outstanding —— measurements rulers (as a basic dimension). A space made by lifting up a building from the ground B ) . .
is classified in the following four categories. ;Z?;;ZL:IEZ:sr;h?Al\lltIZ?ej:h“:ﬁ?em;n:o:i;giix\rlmolelz Maison Guiette Dactour Curutchet gg;r;ﬂiexaerﬁu Capitole, For example, Le Corbusier determined the with columns allowing free blow-through space Kojiro Matsukata began to collect artwor.ks in .Lor.mdon in t-he mlddle- of the World Wa.r .
Categories Details 2011 and revised constituted elements.) S - s ideal height of ceiling is a person (183cm designed to avoid rain and strong sun-light and free He had made a fortune out of his shipbuilding business during the war, which
o The site will be inscribed on the World S | tall European man) stretching his hand circulation on the around level. allowed him to build a vast collection of artworks. On the occasion of several visits to
1 Inscription . K . . " . 9
Heritage List. May ICOMbO’§ made their recommendation for “Not to v upwards(226cm). Europe in the decade after 1916, he frequented art galleries and acquired a tremendous
The submission of additional information Inscribe”. Using this method; “the modulor”. 2. Rooftop Garden . . number of artworks ranging from painting and sculpture to furniture and tapestries.
is required to the following Committee The 35th World Heritage Committee in France he sot di ; P d furnit The Roof Terrace. The sloping roof is replaced by a flat roof
Referral of session for examination. The additional Jun reexamined and made “Deferral” decision : € set dimensions or rooms and furniture. for the use as a garden, promenades and so on, providing a His collection entire reached 10,000 works which includes sculptures of Rodin and | 2 W] =
2 S information must be received by the : , . o . oo rE ! X L . Kojiro Matsukata, the first
Nominations | ¢ rctariat by 1 February of the year in The French government, representing the states parties, Il Musee a croissance illimitee space for enjoying nature in urban areas such as sunbathing. paintings of Monet and Renoir. president of Kawasaki Dockyard
which examination by the Committee submitted the nomination file for “The contribution gl . However, his passionate art collecting was not meant for his personal pleasure; rather Co., Ltd. (currently Kawasaki Heavy
is desired 2014 | Sep. | architectural work of Le Corbusier, an outstanding to ©FLC h.P.De Pri ©FLC Ph.OI b ©FLC (Palace of Assembly) (Museum of Unlimited Growth) 3. FreePlan ' ) *  Industries, Ltd.)
- ° ] FL Ph.P.De Prins FLC Ph.Olivier Martin-Gambier FL Palace of Assem . . B . . . . . i i .
More in depth asseessment or study the Modern Movement (Tentative)” to the World Y The floor plan of this Concept allows to be The ﬂoor space was free to be conﬁgured into rooms it came from an unselfish desire to build art museum on his own and to put authentic Photo by Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd
i isi ' Heritage Centre. . . i i i i ist.
Deferral of ora sgbstant}al revision by the Stat_e ) itag extended in a spiral from the center of the without concern for supporting walls. European artworks on view for the benefit of young Japanese artist
3| Nominations | Fartyis required. After the resubmission The Japanese government nominates for “The 5 S er 5 q q q . q q q buildi dth id ; h 4. Horizontal Oblong Windows
of nlomln:tlon file, the site will again be architectural work of Le Corbusier, an outstanding W17 projects by Le Corbusier in 7 countries were inscribed in the list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites as the architectural uilding toward the outside to increase the : ! 9 .
eva uate' . ' ' contribution to the Modern Movement”. work of Le Corbusier’s Outstanding Contribution to the Modern Movement. exhibit space as collection eXpand. This Horlzontal Ior.]g V.Vlndows a“OW S.Un ||ght reaCh to every Although, Matsukata had left a Iarge number of his artworks in
4l DecliSim.b ;'::sﬁﬁt"e’l?fl'?ﬁemc?nﬁﬁiﬁ’f I:le:ptin Jan. | The French government, representing the states MIn the constituted assets include various architectural works such as individual mansions, apartment, religious and .concept is also attempted i.n the museums corner of exhibition room, not disturbing by columns Europe, those stored in a London warehouse were destroyed in a
otto Inscribe exceptional circumstances. 2015 parties, submitted the nomination file for “The governmental buildings. in Ahmedabad and Chandigarh in India in and/or walls, fire.
architectural work of Le Corbusier, an outstanding M “Villa Savoye et loge du jardinire (% 1)” became known as an icon of modernist architecture, succinctly summing up The addition to the National Museum of Western 5. Free Facade o . . , , . .
contribution to the Modern Movement” (Official) . R X . D Art, Tokyo By supporting the building with columns on the inside Meanwhile, some 400 works stored in the facilities of the Musée
to the World Heritage Centre. Five Points for a New Architecture and became the most famous masterpiece of Le Corbusier’s works. ’ : A s . . ) ) )
- - — B “Unité d habitation. M ille(%2)” is th 1 d ith hotel ffice. kind G d of the building’s outer perimeter instead of exterior walls, Rodin. They came to possession of the French nation at the
Buffer zone A, | O e o e Homaniesion 25 Ao Ftlfsg}heg),t 2 T o the Mot il e P e o e By an | came up with the the outside of the building the facade or any exterior end of the World Warll. The artworks were returned to Japan,
A buffer zone is an area SRS [0l LIS (T LB LN G WIS S @I DTS 0 (TR BRI 0V B a (ol La2 SR anENE ¢ (UATRE idea of spiral shape EI ' vertical wall surface becomes freer to design. which led to the opening of the NMWA. ONMWA  Photo by®Norihiro Usno ONMWA
ding th M |ICOMOS made thei dation for “I intion” Bwid : f hi 1 kb Corbusi h « q il bord du 1 2 %3)” for hi from a snail shell ) y
:;:rfT\l;n l-Jr:gos::sporfoepfehr;c);ive ay made their recommendation for “Inscription”. Wide variety of architectural work by Le Corbusier, such as “Petite villa au bord du lac Léman( ) or his parents, : . Claud Monet Water Lilies Auguste Rodin  The Thinker
pro,ecﬁ';n e properly. 2016 Jul. | The 40th World Heritage Committee in Turkey “Immeuble locative a la Porte Molito(%4)” used as his work place and residence, and the best-known religious architecture ;AZ ::f, kt:i:g canvas &Zf;iiabgﬁ:mon
examined and made “Inscription”. in the 20th century “Chapelle Notre-Dame-du-Hant, Ronchamp(%5)” were inscribed on the World Heritage list.




